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With Bibby to Albatros in the North Sea: 

Siemens Gamesa and EnBW provide maintenance and operation of 

Germany's largest offshore wind power project with a special ship  

 

Siemens Gamesa and EnBW, together with Michael Westhagemann, Hamburg's Senator for 

Economics, Transport and Innovation, are today putting the Bibby Wavemaster Horizon into operation 

in the Port of Hamburg. With the 90-meter-long, high-tech special vessel, the two companies will ensure 

the smooth operation and maintenance of the two wind power plants, EnBW Hohe See and Albatros, in 

the North Sea. 

 

"Offshore wind energy already supplies reliable clean electricity for millions of households in Germany," 

says Dr. Marc Becker, Managing Director of Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy GmbH & Co. KG. 

"With our new service ship presented today in Hamburg and the development of ever more powerful 

wind turbines, Siemens Gamesa is continuously reducing the cost of renewable energy. Today, clean 

electricity from wind energy is already competitive with conventional power generation. We should 

continue to use the potential of wind energy in Germany in the future."  

 

"The climate protection targets can only be achieved with the large-scale expansion of onshore and 

offshore wind power. The two wind power plants, EnBW Hohe See and Albatros, are currently the largest 

offshore project in Germany. We want to commission both parks by the end of 2019 with a record total 

output of 609 MW," explains Stefan Kansy, Head of New Construction Projects at EnBW. "In addition, 

there is our 900 MW He Dreiht offshore wind power plant, which we expect to build from 2025 and which 

will not require subsidies. The experience we will gain from operating the Bibby Wavemaster Horizon 

will be incorporated into the planning for He Dreiht." 

 

Michael Westhagemann, Senator for Economics, Transport and Innovation of the Free and Hanseatic 

City of Hamburg, says: "The ship is great and a shining example of the technological progress the 

industry has achieved in recent years. It is clear to me that effective climate protection and the success 

of the energy transition depend on innovations and technical solutions. It goes without saying that the 

framework conditions in the country must also be right. We are pleased that we have at least been able 

to raise the offshore target in the German government's climate package. In recent years, the northern 

German states, together with industry and associations, have fought hard to achieve this. However, this 



 

can only be a start. Wind energy is the backbone of the energy turnaround and offshore wind energy 

has an even more important role to play in view of current developments in the onshore sector". 

 

On board the special vessel ordered by Siemens Gamesa and EnBW, there is room for a crew of up to 

60, consisting of a ship's crew and service technicians. The technicians will live and work at sea for two 

week intervals until they are brought ashore again by helicopter. 
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About Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy 

Siemens Gamesa is a global leader in the wind power industry, with a strong presence in all facets of the business: offshore, 

onshore and services. The company's advanced digital capabilities enable it to offer one of the broadest product portfolios in the 

sector as well as industry-leading service solutions, helping to make clean energy more affordable and reliable. With more than 

95 GW intalled worldwide, Siemens Gamesa manufactures, installs and maintains wind turbines, both onshore and offshore. The 

company's orders backlog stands at €25.1 billion. The company is headquartered in Spain and listed on the Spanish stock 

exchange (trading on the Ibex-35 index). 

 

About EnBW Energie Baden-Württemberg AG 

EnBW is one of the largest energy supply companies in Germany and Europe, and supplies electricity, gas, water and energy-

related products and services to around 5.5 million customers with a workforce of 21,000 employees. The company is investing 

heavily in the expansion of renewable energy. It has already added more than 1,200 megawatts of renewable generating capacity 

in recent years. By 2025, EnBW plans to invest over five billion euros to further expand renewables in Germany and selected 

foreign markets. In wind power alone – both onshore and offshore – at least 3,500 megawatts are to be added by 2025. EnBW’s 

offshore wind office with some 150 employees is located in Hamburg’s Chilehaus.   

 


